Strategies for protecting the coastline
The coastline is eroding all around the UK, so something needs to be done to try and help to protect the coastline. You have been appointed to protect the coastline; it is your job to come up with some strategies of how you can do this. What strategies would you adopt, how would you convince people that it is a good idea, how could you keep the cost down? How would you know that it would be successful? You can use the ideas below and then look at the advantages and disadvantages to help you with your ideas. You can also include anything else that you can think of.
	Strategy
	Advantage
	Disadvantage

	Building a sea wall- a wall built on the edge of the coastline.
	Protects the base of cliffs, land and buildings against erosion. Can prevent coastal flooding in some areas.


	Expensive to build. Over time the wall may begin to erode. The cost of maintenance is high.

	Rock armour or boulder barriers- large boulders are piled up on the beach.


	Absorb the energy of waves. Allows the build up of a beach.


	Can be expensive to obtain and transport the boulders.

	Building groynes- a wooden barrier built at right angles to the beach


	Prevents the movement of beach material along the coast by longshore drift.

Allows the build up of a beach. Beaches are a natural defence against erosion and an attraction for tourists.


	Can be seen as unattractive.

Costly to build and maintain.

	Beach management- this will replace material that has been removed.
	The beaches attract tourists and bring money to the area and they are natural defences and help to protect the coastline.
	It needs to be maintained

	Managed retreat- allows for an area to erode or flood naturally, these are usually low value areas that are not being used for farmland or housing.
	Encourages the development of beaches and cost is low.
	Although this is a cheap option, people need to be compensated for loss of homes and livelihood




